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of the Annual Course of Lectures of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in the City of New York, October
19th, 1857 Mr. President and Gentlemen: On an occasion like the present, | might be expected to commend to
your favorable regard that branch of Science with whose supervision and administration, in this Institution, |
am honored. If this branch of Education were new, or if the general sentiment of the profession and of mankind
had riot been decidedly expressed in its favor, | should feel it incumbent upon me to attempt a plea in its
defense. But, since it is neither novel nor destitute of public favor, | have deemed it not inappropriate to ask
your attention to the general philosophy of the processes of Education - a topic of vital interest to the well-being
of society, and which has elicited the widest discussion, not only with the view of improving details, but of
placing the whole system upon a rational foundation, in accordance with the spirit of the age, and the
constitution of the human mind. | propose, briefly, to consider the peculiar claims which Natural Science has to
be considered a branch of liberal Education, and the important purposes it may subserve in training the mind
for efficient action. It may be viewed: I. In reference to the immediate discipline of the powers of the mind. II.
With reference to certain intellectual habits which the study is fitted to form and strengthen; and, Ill. In its
manifold relations with the useful arts and the economy of life. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
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