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Catalogs This List of Subject Headings has been prepared for the cataloger and is to be considered as an
appendix to Cutter s Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue, ed. 3., sections 99 to 120. Every compiler of a dictionary
catalog finds two great difficulties: - 1st, the choice between synonymous or related headings; ad, the making of
the necessary cross-references. The best catalogs show great diversity of usage and it has often been suggested
that, by a collation of these catalogs, a list of subject headings might be made which would simplify the work of
the cataloger and lead to more informity. At the Lakewood conference of the American Library Association a
committee for this purpose was appointed. At the Chicago conference the committee reported progress and the
Publishing Section was instructed to proceed with publication as soon as possible. At the Lake Placid conference
the committee reported completion of the work and it is now submitted to the members of the A. L. A. and other
librarians for approval. The catalogs on which the list is based are the Boston Athenaeum, Peabody Institute,
Cleveland, American, and the Harvard Subject Index. Of course no such list can be complete, nor is this
intended to be so. It is limited to the headings most often needed in the small or medium sized public library.
The following classes of headings have been omitted: - 1. Personal names. 2. Geographical headings, such as
names of countries, places, languages, literatures, etc. [See Library Journal, 18: C79-80 for treatment of these.]
3. Technical and scientific names unless there are equivalent common names...
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