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illustrated. 1833 Excerpt: . . . arguments against the advancement of knowledge, but without a shadow of
reason; such was not the result of the cultivation of science, but the result of an evil disposition; such a man
would have been much more vicious if he had continued in ignorance; it rested with every man to draw from
his acquisitions of knowledge an increase of happiness--an increase of virtue--an increase of piety. How was it
that it had been supposed that the cultivation of abstruse science was at variance with true religious feelings
nowhere could true religious feelings be found except in a conviction of the power and wisdom of Him who was
the Creator of all. It was true, that he could mention names illustrious for talent whose scepticism he had to
lament, but it was not the study of Geometry which led them to scepticism. It was a more delightful task to refer
to names in which the pursuit of science was accompanied by a virtuous life. Should he mention any name it
would be that of Newton. Who would say on reading his works that a philosopher must be irreligious. Let him
impress on the mind of the young scientific student, that that is not knowledge, but a semblance of it, which
does not produce humility; the more a man knows the more he becomes convinced of his ignorance, and is
induced to look up with greater reverence to his Creator and his God. The Earl Fitzwilliam would be...
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