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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the INTRODUCTION. A word represents an idea. The nature of a
man s ideas determines the nature of his words. The mind of a man, the mind of a people, is reflected in the
language of the man, the language of the people. Good words are begotten by good thoughts; evil words arise
from evil thoughts. The source of an idea is at the same time the source of the word to express that idea.
Thought and language are inseparable. As a man s character is, such is the nature of his true vocabulary. An
idea is represented by a word; a group or combination of ideas is represented by a group or combination of
words. The larger a man s vocabulary, the greater the number of his specific ideas. He who has an immense
vocabulary not only has a great number of specific ideas, but also has the possibilities of an enormous number
of combinations of words-that is, combinations of ideas. Similarly, for him who has a small vocabulary the
number of possible combinations of ideas is reduced to a minimum. This faculty for the combination or
grouping of ideas may be called general intelligence. Clearly, the vocabulary furnishes us the best basis for the
measurement of general intelligence. The child, immediately upon entering the world, makes his presence
known by a cry. This cry is merely a reflex act, induced by the new and strange conditions to which the vocal
apparatus of the child is suddenly and rudely subjected. But the cry soon becomes differentiated, assuming
different proportions and varied intonations to express different mental states. Later, with the coming of
definite ideas we find...
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