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. GENERAL TECHNICAL REPORT PNW-GTR-782 House Log Drying Rates in Southeast Alaska for Covered and
Uncovered Softwood Logs could also be considered when higher production volumes are needed. All of the
trees used in this study were harvested in late spring, resulting in potentially easier bark removal than if
harvests had occurred during other seasons. Another factor that potentially influences MC determinations is
wet pockets, zones of unusually high moisture sometimes found in western hemlock ( Nicholls and Brackley
2003 ). If any of the MC cookies that were used to estimate initial log MC had been selected from a wet pocket,
artificially high MC could result. Because the location of MC cookies within the original logs was fixed, we had
no way to control for wet pockets. Nor did we attempt to determine if a given cookie was entirely or partially
within a wet pocket zone. Discussion and Conclusions Second-growth timber from southeast Alaska could be
used for house logs under a number of different scenarios: Ship logs as is shortly after harvesting to a log home
production facility in the continental United States ( here logs could be either air-dried or kiln-dried ). Air dry
logs in Alaska, then ship to a production facility in the continental United States. Air dry logs in Alaska, followed
by production of log homes or log home kits ( also in Alaska ). Dry logs under accelerated conditions, such as
predryers or conventional dry kilns, before further processing ( either in Alaska or a continental United...
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