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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1856 edition. Excerpt: .as other witnesses. The Statute imposes no restrictiOn---no
limitation, upon their testimony or mode of examination. We do not feel at liberty, much less inclined, to do so.
It is a beneficial Act, intended to facilitate the ascertainment of truth, the end of all judicial proceedings, and
should therefore be liberally construed. To deny the right of across-examination, is to emasculate the law of
half its strength. 2. We return, then, to the main point in this exception. Mr. Johnson, the witness, had been
introduced and examined by the plaintiffs, cross-examined by the defendants, and re-examined by the
plaintiffs. Upon this re-examination by the plaintiffs, the questions propounded were not confined to matter by
way of rebuttal to the cross-examination, nor explanatory of his first examination, He stated, in answer to an
inquiry asked of him, a new fact as to the reports in the neighborhood or county, concerning the title to the
land in dispute. And the defendant s Counsel proposed to push the investigation further, as to this rumor. As for
instance, when he heard it? whether before or after he acquired title? Also, as to the nature and extent of the
rumor? Was the Court right in denying to the party this privilege? Had the second examination by the plaintiffs
been confined to what was either explanatory of the first, or in rebuttal of his cross-examination, the
examination might have been consid-ered as closed. But the Court having suffered this new...
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