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ourselves. Thus, the purpose of this book was to seek first-class authorities with a variety of views who could
help answer this question. The intended audiences are not only scholars in a variety of academic disciplines but
also research consumers, including educators, policymakers, parents, and citizens who seek principles to
critically separate valid from invalid claims for the efficacy and efficiency of education products, personnel,
and policies. Initial versions of the chapters were discussed at a national invitational conference sponsored by
the Laboratory for Student Success (LSS), the mid-Atlantic regional educational laboratory, at Temple
University Center for Research in Human Development and Education. LSS operates under a contract with the
U. S. Department of Educations Institute of Education Sciences. CONTENTS: Preface. Introduction and
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